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large and regular embrasures; while a broad
ditch below, and angles of different bearings for
the guns above, give the whole a formidable
aspect.
The entrance through the gate is also im-
posing, and promises* besides a well-fortified, a
well-built and opulent town; as here is a wide-
paved street, a range of work-shops and benches
on the left, a land-custom-house and fountain on
the right, and a troop of soldiers generally on
guard on both sides.
We continued through paved streets, growing
narrower and more dirty, till after many turn-
ings we alighted at the okella, in which the
English consul resided, and to him we addressed
ourselves for protection.
We were received by him with great openness
of manner, and soon furnished with an apart-
ment for our accommodation. My first enquiry
was directed to the sole object of our visit here,
namely, the procuring a firman from Suliman
Pasha, to protect us through his dominions. We
had the mortification to learn, however, that he
had departed on the morning of the preceding day,
with a large body of troops, to secure the posses-
sion of the districts of Galilee, Samaria, and all
Judea to the southward, while one of his confi-
dential officers had previously marched with
another body towards Damascus^ to prepare the